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l s

ys
te

m
ic

 th
er

ap
y 

fo
r a

t l
ea

st
 2

 m
on

th
s.

“P
R

 o
n 

th
er

ap
y”

 w
as

 p
re

se
nc

e 
of

 tr
an

si
en

t n
ew

 le
si

on
s t

ha
t h

ea
l w

ith
in

 1
 w

ee
k 

w
hi

le
 th

e 
pa

tie
nt

 is
 re

ce
iv

in
g 

m
in

im
al

 th
er

ap
y,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
to

pi
ca

l s
te

ro
id

s.
“I

nc
om

pl
et

e 
re

m
is

si
on

” 
w

as
 d

efi
ne

d 
as

 p
at

ie
nt

s s
til

l r
ec

ei
vi

ng
 p

re
dn

is
on

e 
do

se
s h

ig
he

r t
ha

n 
10

 m
g/

da
y 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

st
ud

y,
 e

ve
n 

if 
th

ey
 h

ad
 n

o 
sk

in
 o

r m
uc

os
al

 le
si

on
s a

t t
he

 ti
m

e 
of

 e
xa

m
in

at
io

n.
 

“R
el

ap
se

” 
w

as
 d

efi
ne

d 
as

 th
e 

oc
cu

rr
en

ce
 o

f >
3 

ne
w

 le
si

on
s/

m
on

th
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t h
ea

l s
po

nt
an

eo
us

ly
 w

ith
in

 1
 w

ee
k,

 o
r b

y 
th

e 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

of
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
le

si
on

s a
fte

r h
av

in
g 

ac
hi

ev
ed

 d
is

ea
se

 c
on

tro
l.

“T
re

at
m

en
t f

ai
lu

re
” 

w
as

 d
efi

ne
d 

as
 th

e 
in

ab
ili

ty
 to

 c
on

tro
l d

is
ea

se
 a

ct
iv

ity
 w

ith
 fu

ll 
th

er
ap

eu
tic

 d
os

es
 o

f s
ys

te
m

ic
 tr

ea
tm

en
ts

.
“M

in
im

al
 th

er
ap

y”
 w

as
 d

efi
ne

d 
as

: (
i) 

pr
ed

ni
so

lo
ne

 in
 a

 d
os

ag
e 

of
 le

ss
 th

an
 1

0 
m

g 
da

ily
 fo

r a
t l

ea
st

 th
e 

la
st

 2
 m

on
th

s;
 a

nd
/o

r (
ii)

 “
st

er
oi

d 
sp

ar
in

g 
ag

en
ts

” 
at

 h
al

f o
f t

he
 re

gu
la

r d
os

ag
e.

b P
SS

 w
as

 g
ra

de
d 

as
 m

ild
, m

od
er

at
e,

 o
r s

ev
er

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 a

 se
ve

rit
y 

sc
or

e 
of

 ≤
2,

 3
–6

, o
r ≥

7,
 re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y.
 (4

2)
 IS

S 
w

as
 c

la
ss

ifi
ed

 a
s m

ild
 (<

5)
, m

od
er

at
e 

(5
–7

), 
or

 se
ve

re
 (>

7)
. B

SA
, A

B
SI

S 
an

d 
PD

A
I w

er
e 

cl
as

si
fie

d 
as

 m
ild

 (<
10

), 
m

od
er

at
e 

(1
0–

30
), 

or
 se

ve
re

 (>
30

) b
as

ed
 o

n 
au

th
or

s’ 
cl

in
ic

al
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
an

d 
pr

ev
io

us
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 (3
4,

 4
0,

 4
5)

.
PA

IA
: p

ro
te

in
 A

 im
m

un
oa

ds
or

pt
io

n;
 R

TX
: r

itu
xi

m
ab

; C
R

: c
om

pl
et

e 
re

m
is

si
on

; P
R

: p
ar

tia
l r

em
is

si
on

; M
R

: m
in

im
al

 re
m

is
si

on
; I

A
: i

m
m

un
oa

ds
or

pt
io

n;
 N

/A
: n

o 
us

e 
of

 s
co

rin
g 

sy
st

em
; P

SS
: p

em
ph

ig
us

 s
ev

er
ity

 
sc

or
e;

 B
SA

: b
od

y 
su

rf
ac

e 
ar

ea
.
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