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Photodynamic Therapy or Surgical Excision”

Table SI. Baseline characteristics

Characteristics Total SE PDT 5-FU Other* p-value

Patients characteristics n = 608 n = 241 n = 296 n = 46 n = 25
Sex, n (%)
Female 347 (57.1) 122 (50.6) 190 (64.2) 23 (50) 12 (48) 0.007**
Male 261 (42.9) 119 (49.4) 106 (35.8) 23 (50) 13 (52)

Age at diagnosis, years, mean (SD)   73 (10.8)   75 (9.9)   72 (11.0) 70 (12.1) 73 (13.0) 0.010***
Immunosuppressive medication, n (%)
No 535 (88.0) 210 (87.1) 262 (88.5) 41 (89.1) 22 (88) 0.95**
Yes   72 (11.8)   30 (12.4)   34 (11.5) 5 (10.9) 3 (12)
Unknown     1 (0.2)     1 (0.4)     0 0 0

Tumour characteristics n =841 n =288 n =450 n =72 n =31
Tumour location, n (%)
Head neck region 298 (35.4) 102 (35.4) 157 (34.9) 21 (29.2) 18 (58.1) < 0.001**
Ear 32 (3.8) 13 (4.5)   8 (1.8)   6 (8.3) 5 (16.1)
Upper extremities 164 (19.5) 70 (24.3) 72 (16.0) 18 (25.0) 4 (12.9)
Lower extremities 205 (24.4) 53 (18.4) 138 (30.7) 14 (19.4) 0
Trunk 142 (16.9) 50 (17.4) 75 (16.7) 13 (18.1) 4 (12.9)

Tumour diameter
≤ 10 mm 497 (59.1) 181 (62.8) 254 (56.4) 41 (56.9) 21 (67.7) 0.51**
11–≤ 30 mm 240 (28.5) 75 (26.0) 138 (30.7) 22 (30.6) 5 (16.1)
> 30 mm 10 (1.2)   3 (1.0)   6 (1.3)   1 (1.4) 0
Unknown 94 (11.2) 29 (10.1) 52 (11.6)   8 (11.1) 5 (16.1)

*Cryotherapy, imiquimod or curettage. **Group differences were tested with χ2 test. ***Group differences were tested with the 
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).
SE: surgical excision; PDT: photodynamic therapy; 5-FU: 5-fluorouracil; 95% CI: 95% confidence interval.


