Acta Derm Venereol (Stockh) 1989; 69: 544

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Unilateral Skin Conditions after Hemiparesis

Sir,
With great interest I read the recent article by Troilius
& Maller (1) who reported on 5 hemiplegic patients
with endogenous eczema located to the neurologically
_healthy side. I agree that this phenomenon is difficult
to explain but nevertheless it exists. Apart from ecze-
ma, however, also other dermatological conditions
can be unilateral when they occur in patients with
hemiparesis. Recently I saw a hemiplegic patient with
an exfoliative erythroderma who developed Beau
lines on his fingernails but only on the non-paralyzed
side even if the erythroderma had been symmetrical,
involving the whole skin surface including the para-
lyzed arm. Another patient with hemiparesis noticed
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that she did not suntan so well on the paretic leg as on
the healthy side. There is no doubt that a close corre-
lation exists between skin function and innervation
and such connections merit further studies.
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