An Accidental Tattoo

Sir,

Generally speaking, tattoos are divided into two
groups - decorative tattoos performed by profes-
sional tattooists, and accidental tattoos which arise
from pigmented particles accidentally introduced as
contaminants of wounds or by penetrating previ-
ously intact skin. However, rarely accidental tattoos
are figurative and therefore it was considered of
interest to report a case with a remarkable personal
history.

A 42-year-old man presented with a tattoo on the
medial aspect of his left thigh (Fig. 1). He was em-
ployed as a livestock transporter by a company for
the collecting of pigs. He visited several farms every
day with his lorry and at the end of the day he
brought the pigs to the slaughterhouse. In order to
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separate the pigs they were tattooed on the right
gluteal region with numbers. The tattoo was made
with a special instrument, using Indian ink. Un-
fortunately one of the pigs escaped during the proce-
dure, resulting in a tattoo on the man’s left thigh.
For three years he was frequently questioned about
his tattoo and on telling the story it only gave rise to
laughter. He tired of the annoying questions and
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requested dermatological help. The tattoo was ex-
cised and the patient was relieved of his problem.
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