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As mentioned in last year’s Report from UEMS-EBDV Spring 

Meeting, Cyprus 2015, by Eva Backman (1), the European Board 

of Dermato-Venereology (UEMS-EBDV) is the governing body, 

which is developing the requirements for specialty training 

and certification in Europe. Specialists who move between 

European countries will receive approval of their training 

and background, based on these requirements. There is a 

simultaneous effort to design a worldwide curriculum for 

Dermato-Venereology. Recently the UEMS-EBDV asked their 

delegates for written comments on a draft of European residen-

cy training requirements, which will be implemented in the 

near future. These requirements will include Histopathology 

of the Skin as one of the Basic Skills in dermatology residency. 

Also, dermatopathology of all major disease categories will be 

listed as a necessary part of dermatology residency training.

 The UEMS-EBDV is steadily monitoring which European coun-

tries have implemented board exams for specialty approval and 

there is strong indication a board exam will be required, in 

order to be able to work throughout other countries in Europe. 

Currently, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway are among the only 

countries that have a residency program in dermatology, but 

do not require a board examination for specialty approval. 

These nationals have the option of taking the European Board 

Exam in Dermato-Venereology, run by the UEMS-EBDV, which 

has a strong emphasis on dermatopathology.

The International Committee for Dermatopathology (ICDP) 

collaborates with the UEMS on the ICDP-UEMS International 

Board Certification Exam in Dermatopathology. In order to sit 

that exam, continuous and authentic exposure to dermatopa-

thology during the dermatology residency is required.

In the article from 2015 in Forum for Nordic Dermato-Venereol-

ogy: A Change That Will Affect Our Professional Lives and Improve 

Patient Care (2), Ellen Mooney discussed the fact that the US 

FDA is expected within the next few years to approve WSI for 

routine surgical pathological/dermatopathological diagnosis, 

to replace diagnosis using conventional light micro scopy. Once 

approved, regulatory agencies in other countries will certainly 

follow suit. Therefore, as with the change to digital radiological 

images, digital/virtual dermatopathology will become a world-

wide phenomenon. In line with that, the American Board of 

Dermatology (ABD) intends to change entirely to digital slides 

for use in their board exams by 2020. The ABD is in charge of 

the board exam in dermatology and, jointly with the American 

Board of Pathology, they administer the American board exam 

in dermatopathology.

This course will serve as useful preparation for two important future changes:

• European Residency Training Requirements in Dermatology, implemented by the European Board of 
Dermato-Venereology (UEMS-EBDV), which will likely lead to a subsequent requirement for board exam-
inations in dermatology in Europe. 

• The pending approval by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), of whole slide imaging (WSI) for 
routine surgical pathological/dermatopathological diagnosis, to replace diagnosis using conventional 
light microscopy.
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• There is an annual budget for the academic education/

training of physicians, including residents, which is 

shared equally between all physicians in the clinic.

• Each physician has the right to attend meetings for a 

certain number of days/year with full salary (i.e. leave of 

absence with pay).

• Additionally, the clinic can pay the travel and lodging 

costs for academic meetings where the specific physician/

resident has a presentation or poster.

In Denmark:

There is only reimbursement for cost relating to the required 

Danish residency courses. 
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In Sweden:

To apply for travel grants from Swedish Society of Dermatol-

ogy and Venereology (SSDV), the Swedish resident must be a 

member of the association. However, the clinic usually pays for 

the travel cost as well as the registration fee and the resident 

keeps full salary during the course.

In Norway: 

Travel costs to courses are reimbursed up to 10,000 NOK, per 

annum, for Norwegian residents, provided the Norwegian 

Medical Association has approved these courses. The registra-

tion fee is usually covered by the clinic. In certain instances, 

the Norwegian Society of Dermatology and Venereology 

awards grants to residents to attend a course. In the case of 

the Nordic Course in Virtual Dermatopathology, they are 

awarding up to 5 grants of 5,000 NOK each.

In Finland: 

The rules that apply appear to be variations on what is listed 

below:

Fig. 1. Software Annotations on a Digital slide. To view a dynamic snapshot of a digital slide 
go to http://www.nivdp.com/what.htm Virtual Software, see example (bottom of the page) 
or use Adobe Flash Player and browsers listed with the following URL: 
http://vdpmaterial.nivdp.com/dsb/webViewer.php?snapshotId=1385997412.

We welcome you to the Nordic Course in Virtual Dermatopathology.

As part of our preparation for this course, we investigated how the different Nordic countries enable their 
residents to attend various courses by reimbursing registration and travel. We thought it would be useful to 
include this information here for this and future NDA courses.


