
Appendix I. Selected NGOs in official relation with WHO (Table 2) 

Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

African Medi-
cal and Re-
search Foun-
dation 

AMREF Health Systems and 
Policy Research 

 with empowered 
health care pro-
viders (mission) 

Capacity Build-
ing (mission) 

“Better Health for 
Africa” (Vision) 

“that every African 
can enjoy the right 
to good health” 
(mission) 

  Networks of informed 
communities 

strong health systems, ac-
cess to health through their 
active participation (mis-
sion)  

Council for In-
ternational 
Organizations 
of Medical 
Sciences 

CIOMS International activi-
ties in the field of 
biomedical sciences 

     Collaborative relations with 
the United Nations  

Global Forum 
for Health re-
search 

 Catalyses global 
research applied to 
the health problems  

  Addresses the 
health problems of 
the poor. (Vision) 

   

Global Health 
Council, Inc. 

    Work to ensure 
global health for all 

That all who 
strive for im-
provement 
and equity in 
global health 
have the in-
formation 
and re-
sources they 
need  

  

Helen Keller 
International 

HKI Scientific and tech-
nical assistance 
and data  

  To reduce suffering 
of those without 
access to needed 
health care 

 Blind-
ness 
and 
malnu-
trition. 

Builds local capacity by es-
tablishing sustainable pro-
grams  

and ultimately, to help lift 
people from poverty 

HelpAge In-
ternational 

    Dignified, secure, 
active and healthy 
lives 

 growing 
older is 
not 
without 
its prob-

helps older people claim 
their rights, challenge dis-
crimination and overcome 
poverty  



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

lems. global network of like-
minded organisations 

Inclusion In-
ternational 

II  Global federa-
tion of family-
based organi-
zations 

   Intellec-
tual dis-
abilities 

Advocating for the human 
rights of people with intel-
lectual disabilities world-
wide. 

International 
Alliance of 
Patients' Or-
ganizations 

IAPO  Global alliance 
representing 
patients of all 
nationalities 
across all dis-
ease areas  

 Promoting patient-
centred healthcare 
around the world. 

   

International 
Association 
for the Scien-
tific Study of 
Intellectual 
Disabilities 

IASSID Dedicated to the 
scientific study of 
intellectual disability 

      

International 
Association of 
Logopedics 
and Phoniat-
rics 

IALP Facilitates interna-
tional cooperation 
and collaboration 
about science, edu-
cation and practice 

 Promoting high 
standards for 
physician edu-
cation, licensure 
and regulation 

To improve the 
quality of life of in-
dividuals with dis-
orders … 

 Com-
munica-
tion dis-
orders  

Creates, shares and dis-
tributes information;-
provides a platform for in-
ternational networking. 

International 
Association of 
Medical 
Regulatory 
Authorities 

IAMRA   High standards 
for medical edu-
cation, physician 
evaluation and 
assessment, li-
censure, medi-
cal practice and 
professional 
conduct 

   To support medical regula-
tory authorities worldwide in 
protecting the public inter-
est 

International 
Council of 
Nurses 

 

ICN   To represent 
nursing world-
wide 

   Advancing the nursing pro-
fession and influencing 
health policy 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

International 
Federation for 
Medical and 
Biological En-
gineering 

IFMBE  Provide high-
quality scien-
tific and edu-
cational publi-
cations 

To promote and 
represent the 
profession at the 
international 
level  

To promote health 
and quality of life 
through advance-
ment of research, 
development, ap-
plication and man-
agement of tech-
nology and to pro-
mote "better health 
for all humanity" 

  Recognizing regional diver-
sity, encourage and facili-
tate the formation of re-
gional alliances to address 
regional issues.  

Implement a global network 
of societies 

Facilitate collaboration with 
medical societies  

Engineer human resource 
development through edu-
cation and training  

Establish an Industrial Fo-
rum. 

International 
Federation of 
Health Re-
cords Organi-
zations 

IFHRO   International 
health records/ 
information 
management 
standards 

Education re-
quirements and 
training pro-
grams 

Health re-
cords/information 
management in all 
countries 

  Supports national associa-
tions and health record pro-
fessionals to implement 
and improve health records 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

International 
Federation of 
Hospital engi-
neering 

IFHE Compare interna-
tional experience 

 To enable na-
tional engineer-
ing professional 
organizations to 
join in a world-
wide federation 

Principle of inte-
grated planning, 
design and 
evaluation by 
improved col-
laboration be-
tween the pro-
fessions 

 

   Develop and disseminate 
hospital engineering tech-
nology 

International 
Federation of 
medical Stu-
dents' Asso-
ciation 

IFMSA   Medical stu-
dents' associa-
tions 

    

International 
Federation of 
Surgical Col-
leges 

IFSC   Brings together 
many of the es-
tablished Col-
leges and Asso-
ciations of Sur-
geons  

    

International 
Federation on 
Ageing 

IFA Research and ad-
vocacy  

Generating 
positive 
change for 
older people 

Information 
sharing and 
exchange 

 Improve quality of 
life of all persons 
as they age  

  Collecting, analyzing and 
disseminating information 
on rights, policies and prac-
tices  

Connection between 
NGOs, academia, policy 
makers, and the private 
sector 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

International 
Organization 
for Standardi-
zation 

ISO World largest stan-
dards developing 
organization  

A range of stan-
dards from medical 
devices to the new-
est information 
technology devel-
opments 

      

International 
Pediatric As-
sociation 

IPA Best practices vali-
dated by evidenced 
based studies into 
all their professional 
activities 

 Design and im-
plement educa-
tion and training 
programs for 
pediatricians 

Promote highest at-
tainable standard of 
health for all chil-
dren  

Pediatricians as 
leaders in promot-
ing physical, men-
tal, and social 
health for all chil-
dren 

 

  Work with other partners in 
maternal and child health, 
including their government 
ministries of health, United 
Nations agencies at coun-
try and global levels, and 
donors 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

International 
Society for 
Prosthetics 
and Orthotics 

ISPO   Organization 
comprised of 
persons who 
have a profes-
sional interest in 
the clinical, edu-
cational and re-
search aspects 
of prosthetics, 
orthotics, reha-
bilitation engi-
neering and re-
lated topics 

Goal is to pro-
vide educational 
guidance 
through interna-
tional co-
operation 

Promote improve-
ments in the care of 
all persons 

  Assisting professions, 
agencies and nations in 
improving their effective-
ness 

International 
Society of 
Physical and 
Rehabilitation 
Medicine 

ISPRM Pre-eminent scien-
tific … society in 
PRM 

 … educational 
international so-
ciety for practi-
tioners in the 
field of physical 
and rehabilita-
tion medicine 

Help to improve the 
quality of life of 
people with im-
pairments and dis-
abilities.  

  To influence, help influence 
and give input to interna-
tional health organizations 
with special emphasis on 
those dedicated to the 
physical and rehabilitation 
field. 

Collaboration with WHO. 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

Islamic Orga-
nization for 
medical Sci-
ences 

IOMS To encourage re-
search workers in 
the field of Islamic 
medical sciences 

 Link educational 
programmes, 
particularly in 
the field of 
Medicine, to the 
Islamic heritage 
and values 

   To co-operate with national 
and international organiza-
tions and societies 

To co-ordinate efforts ex-
erted in the field of  health 
services in the Islamic 
World  

To establish health centers 
for the needy Muslims in 
the world 

Multiple Scle-
rosis Interna-
tional Federa-
tion 

MSIF International re-
search 

  Improve the quality 
of life of people af-
fected by MS  

 

 Multiple 
Sclero-
sis 

Advocacy  

Development of new and 
existing societies  

Linking the activities of na-
tional MS societies around 
the world 

Rehabilitation 
International 

RI  Global network 
of people with 
disabilities, 
service pro-
viders, re-
searchers, 
government 
agencies and 
advocates 
promoting and  

Forum for the 
exchange of ex-
perience and in-
formation on re-
search and 
practice 

Implementing the 
rights and inclusion 
of people with dis-
abilities. 

  Works toward increasing in-
ternational collaboration 
and advocates for policies 
and legislation recognizing 
the rights of people with 
disabilities, including the 
implementation of the UN 
Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

Rotary Inter-
national 

  Oldest service-
club in the 
world.  

Members are to 
follow the prin-
ciples of 1. 
friendly relation-
ships with each 
other, 2. high 
ethical principles 
in economic and 
business en-
deavours, 3. the 
service ideal of 
private, busi-
ness and public 
function of every 
Rotarian. 

   Rotary Foundation sup-
ports health and education 
initiatives 

Soroptimist 
International 

  Soroptimists 
work to pro-
mote social 
justice and 
equity and the 
empowerment 
of women 
through eco-
nomic inde-
pendence and 
greater partici-
pation in deci-
sion making at 
all levels. 

 a.o. Health for all   The worlds l Soroptimists 
seek to become an active 
influence for positive 
change in society through 
Awareness, Advocacy, and 
Action. 

 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

The Interna-
tional Asso-
ciation of Li-
ons Clubs 

  Lions Clubs In-
ternational de-
velops lead-
ers.  

Strong com-
mitment to 
young people 
through youth 
programs 

 Lions also work to 
improve the envi-
ronment, build 
homes for the dis-
abled, support dia-
betes education, 
conduct hearing 
programs and, 
through their foun-
dation, provide dis-
aster relief around 
the world. 

Lions Clubs 
International 
Foundation 
supports 
humanitarian 
service pro-
jects 

  

The Interna-
tional Society 
for Quality in 
Health Care 
Incorporated 

ISQUA Driving continual 
improvement in the 
quality and safety of 
healthcare world-
wide through edu-
cation, research, 
collaboration and 
the dissemination of 
evidence-based 
knowledge 

 Share expertise 
via an interna-
tional multidisci-
plinary forum.  

Supported by 
members, in-
cluding leading 
quality health 
care providers 
and agencies in 
70 countries 

Quality health care 
for all 

  Quality and safety in health 
care  

Promoting access for peo-
ple throughout the world to 
safe, quality health care 

The Network: 
Towards Unity 
for Health 

TUFH Promoting equity in 
health through 
community-oriented 
education, research 
and service 

 International or-
ganisation of 
academic health 
professions in-
stitutions and 
organizations. 

 

   Strategies Create partner-
ships between academic 
health professions institu-
tions, and with 
stakeholders: communities; 
health services; health care 
providers and their profes-
sional organisations; and 
other sectors affecting 
health 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

The Royal 
Common-
wealth Soci-
ety for the 
Blind (Sight 
Savers Inter-
national) 

RCSB  Support peo-
ple who are ir-
reversibly blind 
by providing 
education, 
counselling 
and training 

 Sightsavers works 
to combat blind-
ness in developing 
countries, restoring 
sight through spe-
cialist treatment 
and eye care  

 

 Blind-
ness 

 

The World 
Medical As-
sociation, Inc. 

WMA … highest interna-
tional standards in 
Medical Science 

 … created to 
ensure the in-
dependence of 
physicians, and 
to work for the 
highest possible 
standards of 
ethical behav-
iour and care by 
physicians, at all 
times.  

highest interna-
tional standards 
in …  Medical 
Art, Medical 
Education, 
Medical Ethics. 

The purpose of the 
WMA is to serve 
humanity by en-
deavoring to 
achieve the highest 
international stan-
dards in … Health 
Care for all people 
in the world 

   



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

World Asso-
ciation for 
Psychosocial 
Rehabilitation 

WAPR  Health profes-
sionals, re-
searchers of 
various disci-
plines, admin-
istrators, policy 
makers, con-
sumers and 
their relatives, 
advocacy 
groups have 
worked to-
gether to build 
what has now 
developed into 
a major world-
wide move-
ment. 

 Prevention and re-
duction of social 
disability as a 
framework for the 
community care of 
people with severe 
mental disorders.  

 

   

World Con-
federation for 
Physical 
Therapy 

WCPT Encourages high 
standards of physi-
cal therapy re-
search, education 
and practice. 

… sound clinical 
reasoning and sci-
entific evidence. 

 … sole interna-
tional voice for 
physical ther-
apy, represent-
ing more than 
300,000 physi-
cal therapists 
worldwide 
through its 101 
member organi-
sations. 

It is committed to 
furthering the 
physical therapy 
profession and im-
proving global 
health … 

… every individual 
is entitled to the 
highest possible 
standard of cultur-
ally appropriate 
healthcare 

  Supports the exchange of 
information between WCPT 
regions and member or-
ganisations collaborating 
with national and interna-
tional organisations 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

World Federa-
tion for Mental 
Health 

WFMH  Its organiza-
tional and indi-
vidual mem-
bership in-
cludes … con-
sumers of 
mental health 
services, fam-
ily members, 
and concerned 
citizens.  (Vi-
sion) 

… includes 
mental health 
workers of all 
disciplines 

Founded to ad-
vance, among all 
peoples and na-
tions, the preven-
tion of mental and 
emotional disor-
ders, the proper 
treatment and care 
of those with such 
disorders, and the 
promotion of men-
tal health 

 Mental 
health 
disor-
ders 

The organization’s broad 
and diverse membership 
makes possible collabora-
tion among governments 
and non-governmental or-
ganizations to advance the 
cause of mental health 
services, research, and pol-
icy advocacy worldwide. 



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

World Federa-
tion of Occu-
pational 
Therapists 

WFOT The WFOT Thelma 
Cardwell Founda-
tion Award for Edu-
cation and Re-
search provides 
opportunities for 
occupational thera-
pists to extend their 
knowledge 

 to act as the of-
ficial interna-
tional organiza-
tion for the pro-
motion of occu-
pational therapy;  
to advance the 
practice and 
standards of oc-
cupational ther-
apy; to help 
maintain the 
ethics and to 
advance the in-
terests of the 
profession; to 
facilitate the in-
ternational ex-
change and 
placements of 
therapists and 
students; to fa-
cilitate the ex-
change of in-
formation; to 
promote the 
education and 
training of 
therapists; and 
to hold interna-
tional con-
gresses 

 … has a 
Council Par-
ticipation 
Fund, fund-
ing for the 
formation of 
new regions 
and a sup-
port for re-
gional devel-
opment-loan 
fund. 

 

 to promote international 
cooperation among occu-
pational therapy associa-
tions, therapists and other 
allied professional groups 

World Federa-
tion of Public 
Health Asso-
ciations 

WFPHA  Values: Right 
to Health; So-
cial Justice; 
Diversity and 
Inclusion; 
Partnership 

 Multi-professional 
and civil society or-
ganization, dedi-
cated to promoting 
and protecting 
global public health 

   



Institution Abbre-
viation 

Research Patient & 
Consumers 

Professional Health for all Funding Condi-
tion 

Health politics 

World Federa-
tion of the 
Deaf 

 To advance educa-
tion/training, and 
research 

Organisation 
of national as-
sociations of 
Deaf people, 
with a current 
membership of 
associations in 
130 countries 
worldwide.  

 Ethical practice of 
public health for in-
dividuals and popu-
lations.  

WFD’s philosophy 
is one of equality, 
human rights and 
respect for all peo-
ple, regardless of 
race, nationality, re-
ligion, gender, sex-
ual preference, age 
and all other differ-
ences. 

 Deaf-
ness 

To develop and promote ef-
fective global policies to 
improve the health of popu-
lations 

 


