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Nickel allergy is frequentin adultDanesanddermatitis
patients(1, 2). The high prevalencés mostly explained
by consumerexposureto productsthat releasenickel,
e.g. watches jewellely, buttons, zips, rivets and mo-
bile phones(3-8). It hasbeendebatedvhetherclassic
dry electic shaversmay cau® nickel allergy and/or
elicit nickel dermatitis.When performinga searchon
PubMed-MEDLINE,one article was retrieved(search
terms:nickel, metal,razorbladesyazor shaveyallergy,
dermatitis)(9). This articledescribe®necaseof severe
allergic nickeldematitisfollowing exposueto anickel-
releasing shaver

CASE REPOR

A 44-year-oldmanwas referred with sevele facial dematitis
that affectedthe cheeksand hadlased for one year (Fig. 1).
Thepatientwas patchtegedwith the Europearbaslineseries.
Thempy was commencedvith topical corticogeroids.A positive
patch-testeactian to nickel sulphatg+1) 5%in petrolatum was
observedon dayfour. Dimethylglyoxime (DMG) teging of the
patiert’s electic shaver gawe positive teg results, whereasno
nickel relea® from his necklaceswas detected(Fig. 1). The
dermatitis rapidly improved when the patientstopped using
the shaer.

DISCUSSION

This casereportshowsthat nickel releasdrom electric
shaveramayresultin allergic nickel dermatitis.Nickel
wasreleasedrom the shaverasassessetly the DMG

Fig. 1. Allergic nickel dermatitiscausedy nickel release€from anelectric
shaver
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test,atestthathasahigh V S H F L($05. Tédur know-
ledge,no othersuchcasereportshavebeenpublished.
Edman(11) speculatedhat shavingwith arazorblade
might be the causeof fragrancecontactallergy in male
patients sinceit may causesmallwoundsthatincrease
the penetrationof appliedperfumesubstanceslerived
from soapsshavingfoamsandaftershavelotions. He
showedhattheriskof fragranceallergy whenusingraza
bladeswas?2.9 (oddsratio). A similar pathomechanism
is likely for the risk of shaving-inducedhickel allergy
and dermatitis. Nickel releag in combnation with a
disruptedskin barrieris likely to have maintainedthe
dermatitisreactionln favourof thisassumptionk-eilzer
etal. (9), showedthatdueto the wearingactionof the
cutter against the shavingfoil during use, many pure
nickel particlesareproducedby electricalshaversThe
authorsalsoshowedthatanewBraunshavng screerwas
composedf pure nickel, while an old Braun shaving
screenwaspurenickel coatedwith athin layerof palla
dium andplatinum(9). Finally, theyiderti ;,edDMG ted
positivity in 3 of 4 electricalshaversin 2008, national
Danishtelevidon (the DanishBroadcating Corporation)
performedandbroadcastedn investigationinto nickel
releag from electic shavers(http://www.dr.dk/DR1/
kontart/2008/10/21143056.htm).Theyfound thatsix out
of six BraunshavergavepositiveDMG testoutcomes,
whereaonly two of nine Phillips shavergyavepositive
reactionsThesetwo wereintended for women Ourcase
report suggeststhat nickel releasefrom shaversmay
indeed result in allgic nickel dermatitis.
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