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Fig. 2. Reiter’s syndrome. («) and (b) Circinate hyper-
keratotic lesions. (¢) Circinate balanitis.

to return to work fulltime, something she had
been unable to do in the years immediately
preceding.

1970. January: Patient still in good condition. Ris-
ing transaminases: SGOT 110 units, SGPT 1235
units. ESR 34 mm. Azathioprine was with-
drawn. Prednisolone (5 mg) was continued.
February: Patient fatigued. Incipient skin ul-
cerations. SGOT 220 units, SGPT 300 units.
March: Improved gencral condition but small
leg ulcers. SGOT 175 units, SGPT 172, down
to 112 and 130 respectively in a check made a
few weeks later, thus showing a tendency to-
wards normalisation.

The patient had presumably had lupoid hepa-
titis, and the rise in transaminases was not con-
sidered to be due to the treatment with azathio-
prine.

“Borderline” Lepromatous Leprosy

Presented by Lars Molin

Female, 42 years, in previous good health. In
1961 a minor sore appeared in the nasal septum.
The sore did not heal and occasionally gave rise
to epistaxis. After some years there was a per-
foration of the septum. The septum was later
resected because of repeated epistaxis. Histological
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examination of the septum specimen merely dis-
closed a non-specific inflammation (no special
staining was used).

In 1963 changes appeared in the skin of the
frontal and later also of the parietal part of the
head with ulcerations, sometimes smeary and
nasty-smelling, but with rather good tendency to
heal. The changes successively became more ex-
tensive in the area, leading to a loss of hair from
the front of the scalp.

Destruction within the nasal cavity also came
to involve the conchae and, in recent years, both
nares.

Fig. 3. Multiple keratoacanthoma on neck and chest,
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Fig. 4. Multiple keratoacan-
thoma. Histopathology re-
vealed changes suggesting
squamous cell carcinoma.

Status in 1970: Superficial ulcerations on the fore-  nares, nasal columella missing, and nasal septum
head and scalp and atrophic scarrings. Hair loss  and upper conchae absent (Fig. 7 b). Nasal mu-
in this area of the scalp (Fig. 7 a). Deformed cosa mostly normal but granulomatous backwards

Fig. 5. Multiple keratoacanthoma at different stages of
healing. Picturzs (a) and (b) taken with 3 months’ inter-
val; (¢) taken 6 months after ().
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Fig. 6. Pyoderma gangrenosum.

and upwards. Partial impairment of smell, corneal
and pharyngeal reflexes. and sensitivity to pain
in the forehcad and scalp.

Abnormal laboratory findings: E.S.R. 40 mm
hour, mild iron deficiency anaemia.

Tests: Mantoux negative 1/100. The rapid Jepro-
min skin test negative, the slow test (Fernandez'
rcaction) a small infiltration 5 x 3 mm judged as
negative. Mitsuda’'s reaction negative (after 3
wecks).

Histological examinations: Skin biopsies from the

frontal and parietal part of the head revealed pic-
tures of dermatitis with moderately inflammatory

cell infiltration and the occurrence of acid-fast
rods morphologically identical to Mycobacterium
leprae, stained with a modified Ziehl-Nielsen tech-
nique. Thesc rods could also be demonstrated on
one occasion in a scraping from the nasal mucosa.

Trearment: Trcatment with diaminodiphenyl sul-
phone was started with doses of 5 mg twice a
week. The dosage was successively increased ac-
cording to the schedule given by Rook et al. (2).

Cominent: According to Briick (1) therc were six
indigenous cascs of leprosy in Sweden in 1944,
After World War Il therc were a few cases “im-
ported” trom Baltic countries, one of which was
diagnosed at this clinic. The present case is a ncw,
indigenous one.
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Fig. 7. Lepromatous leprosy («) scalp, (b) nose.
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